
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
‘Sustainable development’ is an expression first created by the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in 1972 and fifteen years later the Brundtland Commission on Environment and Development defined it as; ‘sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.’
 The crucial point of this definition is ‘equity’ regarding meeting the needs of all people whether rich or poor and whether living present or in the future. On equity between generations, the Brundtland report emphasised on both intergenerational and intragenerational equity. According to the Declaration on the Responsibilities of the Present Generations towards Future Generations (UNESCO, 1997) intergenerational equity is a concept that present generations ought to be careful to utilize natural resources fairly and have the responsibility to leave to future generations an earth which is not irrevocably damaged by human activity.
 Apart from human activity, economic activities of countries to meet existing needs should not exhaust the environment so much that people will not be capable of meeting their needs in the future.
 On the other hand intragenerational equity refers to equity between people of the same generation. Intragenerational equity cares with concerns of social equity and justice between nations, distributions of resources and fairness -not necessarily equality- between the needs of all people
. In such a way that needs are varied for all people. To illustrate, some people need just food, clothing and shelter to survive, on the other hand others need car, air conditions and speedboats
. This example shows the inequality between nations and their needs because of their economic conditions. The definition of sustainable development is based on equity and equity is closely related to economy. 

As argued in the Brundtland Report, ‘the economic growth is a necessary part of sustainable development and many environmental problems take place due to inequality between nations’ economic and political power’.
 This is the problem of North – South disparity in terms of their social and economic development levels, needs and priorities. For example; although the priority of developed countries is environmental protection greater than development, developing countries put emphasis on development and argue that environment should be a part of development.
  The principle 4 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development supported the developing countries’ view as following; ‘in order to achieve sustainable development, environmental protection shall constitute an integral part of the development process and cannot be considered in isolation from it.’
 Furthermore, as stated in the Stockholm Declaration, ‘in the developing countries most of the environmental problems are caused by under development, therefore these countries must direct their efforts to development, bearing in mind their priorities and the need to safeguard and improve the environment. For the same purpose, the industrialized countries should make effort to reduce the gap between themselves and the developing countries’.
 Developing countries do not have enough infrastructures, technology and financial resources to handle environmental problems and require the support of developed countries’ to safeguard and advance environment.
 It is not difficult to understand the needs and concerns of developing countries regarding economic development over environmental issues because people living in these countries struggle with poverty and often devastate their environment in order to survive. As mentioned in the Brundtland report, ‘poor people are forced to overuse environmental resources to survive and their impoverishment of their environment further impoverishes them, making their survival ever more difficult and uncertain’.
 Actually people living in developing countries  are impressed the environmental problems more than other people living in developed countries do because wealthy people have further alternatives about where they live and moreover they can  struggle to these problems easier than the poor do because they have better access to financial resources, education, skills and the decision making structures.
 The Brundtland commission argued the fact that poverty was the most significant reason and an outcome of comprehensive ecological problems. According to this report, sustainable development is required to concentrate on the problem of people living in poverty because poverty diminishes people’s ability to utilize resources sustainably. The pressure on the environment is also strengthened by poverty.
 As closely related to poverty, population growth is a significant issue affecting the environment. As Svend Auken, the Danish Minister for Environment and energy, said; ‘poverty and population destroy nature due to the fact that too many have too little to share’
. In addition to poverty, population is also the difficulty and the consequence of marginalized economic and social development of developing countries. The fact that poverty and population are the major problems of developing countries, affluent nations think that these countries cause environmental degradation. However; although pressure of population on environment in poor countries is unquestionable, the effects of high-level economic growth and consumption patterns of rich countries are also significant for environmental degradation.
 Likewise, the Brundtland report supported this idea as follows; ‘consumption patterns and preferences are as important as numbers of consumers in the conservation of resources’.
 The same notion was placed in the Rio declaration principle 8 like that ‘to achieve sustainable development, states should reduce and eliminate unsustainable patterns of production and consumption’.
 States’ impacts on global environment are different from each other due to their social and economic conditions, their consumption and production patterns, their population levels, and their financial and technological resources; consequently their responsibilities to safeguard the common environment should also be different. These differences were found in the Rio declaration as principles like ‘a common but differentiated responsibility’ principle and ‘polluter pays’ principle. According to the principle 7 of the declaration, ‘states have common but differentiated responsibilities and that developed countries bear a special responsibility due to the pressure their societies place on the global environment and the technologies and financial resources they command’
 and along with the polluter pays principle, the polluter should bear the cost of pollution
. 

Sustainable development is human centred
 and the major concerned is welfare of all people without any discrimination. Both poverty and global inequity are the greatest threats to sustainable development.
 So to accomplish sustainable development the sharp gap between North and South should be diminished. The vital way to reduce this gap is improving the economic system through open international trade.  After coining of sustainable development as a phrase in 1972 by the United Nation Conference on the Human Environment, numerous negotiations have been done and the major common point of them was determined as the importance of the economic growth for development. As argued in Agenda 21, ‘governments should strive to make international trade and environment policies mutually supportive in favour of sustainable development’.
 Because an open mutual trading system is more likely supply a more effective distribution and utilize of resources and in that way contributes to augmentation of production and incomes and reduction of burdens on the environment.
 The UN commissions and declarations recommend trade liberalization to achieve this goal. As follow, principle 12 of the Rio declaration recommended that ‘states should cooperate to promote a supportive and open international economic system that would lead to economic growth and sustainable development in all countries’.
 Likewise, as argued in Agenda 21, the international financial system is supposed to supply an encouraging global concept to accomplish environmental and developmental aims by supporting sustainable development through trade liberalization in terms of promoting an open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system,  improving access of developing countries’ exports to markets, providing adequate financial resources to developing countries, promoting and supporting the domestic and international policies that make economic growth and environmental protection mutually supportive.
 Apart from the United Nations commissions, the GATT and the WTO also support sustainable development by liberalizing trade by reducing or abolishing trade barriers. Part 4 of the GATT –Trade and Environment- declared this agreement’s vital purpose as ‘the raising of standards of living and the progressive development of the economies of all contracting parties’.
 Also the WTO, an organization for liberalizing trade, supports economic developments of all nations especially developing countries. Developing countries have a significant role in the WTO because about two thirds of the WTO members are developing countries. The WTO copes with the special needs of developing countries in three ways;

· The WTO agreements include special provisions on developing countries

· The Committee on Trade and Development focuses on this work

· The WTO Secretariat provides technical assistance for developing countries.

The importance of the developing countries was also argued in the Rio declaration principle 6 as follows; ‘the special situation and needs of developing countries shall be given special priority. International actions in the field of environment and development should also address the interests and needs of all countries’.
 The WTO brought to the agenda many significant principles to liberalize international trade. For example; most favoured nation (MFN) and national treatment principles prevent the discrimination between contracting parties and in this way all trading partners whether rich or poor are able to obtain advantage from any privilege. Apart from that the WTO agreements include special provisions for developing countries such as ‘special and differential treatment’. This principle permits developed countries to act developing countries more favourably than other WTO members.
 Conversely reality is unfortunately different. The goal of the WTO is liberalization of trade by reducing trade barriers between countries however; although numerous agreements have been negotiated and many promises were given, developing countries still face high tariff and non-tariff measures especially in textile, clothing and fish and fish products. Furthermore, as Alam mentioned; IMF, World Bank and the WTO has exacerbated the genuine difficulties of developing countries and the existing gap and disparity between affluent and poor countries has been widened because of that.
 The WTO intends to liberalize trade nevertheless in some circumstances its regulations support trade barriers for example to protect the environment.
 The other significant challenge for developing countries is based on trade measures on environment and environment measures on trade. The fear of developing countries is the fact that utilizing of trade-related environmental measures as developed countries’ inequitable protectionist strategies which are harmful to the special needs and interests of developing countries.
 Just as Turner declared, environmental measures should be existed nevertheless should not be used to limit international trade and close the Northern markets for Southern countries.
 This issue was argued in Rio declaration principle 12; ‘trade policy measures for environmental purposes should not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction on international trade. Unilateral actions to deal with environmental challenges outside the jurisdiction of the importing country should be avoided. Environmental measures addressing transboundary or global environmental problems should, as far as possible, be based on an international consensus.
 According to Pronk and Haq; ‘there is no choice between economic growth and environmental protection. It is necessary. For developing countries, the choice is to overcome these problems through growth’.

Sustainable development is based on equity principle between all people and the major problem causing poverty and environmental degradation is inequity between people’s conditions, needs, interests, consumption patterns and socio-economic developments. The deep gap dividing human society as the rich and poor and countries as developed and developing causes a main threat to global wealth, safety and stability.
 The most significant way to eradicate this gap and achieve sustainable development is to accomplish economic development in low-income countries through trade. Just as peter said; ‘economic growth is a qua non for the long term sustainability of development.
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